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Abstract:

This research addresses the topic of the rationale behind Quranic readings according to early scholars,
a crucial subject in the science of Quranic readings. The research focuses on studying the foundations
these scholars relied upon in explaining and interpreting the various Quranic readings, clarifying their
validity and their connection to the Arabic language, the Uthmanic script, the soundness of the chain
of transmission, eloquence, and other principles they followed in accepting and interpreting the
readings. The research aims to shed light on the concept of interpreting Quranic readings, the rationale
behind them, and to reveal the methodologies of early scholars in this field. It also clarifies the types
of rationale they relied upon and analyzes examples from their works to demonstrate the precision of
their scientific methodology in interpreting and defending the readings. Furthermore, the research
highlights the close relationship between the science of Quranic reading rationale and other Arabic
and Islamic sciences such as grammar, morphology, linguistics, and exegesis. The study employs an
inductive approach to gather scholarly material from primary sources, alongside a descriptive-
analytical approach to study and analyze texts, and a comparative approach when necessary to
demonstrate points of agreement and disagreement among the methodologies of early scholars.

The study found that scholars of Qur’anic readings relied on several key principles, including authentic
transmission, conformity with the ‘Uthmanic script, and the rules of Arabic grammar, morphology,
and phonetics. The rationales for the readings varied across linguistic, grammatical, phonetic, and
semantic aspects, reflecting the depth of scholarly methodology. The study also showed that authentic
differences in Qur’anic readings concern modes of transmission rather than meaning, and that
mutawatir readings were documented through the same rigorous methods used in transmitting the
Qur’an. Based on these findings, the study presents several relevant recommendations.

Keywords: Reasons for the Different Readings of the Quran, Quranic Recitations, Reasons for the

Different Readings
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